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Injunction granted, work on Willow Grove
halted after community picket
By Linda Morris
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An injunction has been granted to halt work to remove the historic villa Willow Grove, which is to
make way for the Parramatta Powerhouse Museum.
A community picket was called in defence of Willow Grove on Tuesday morning, just days after the
Land and Environment Court ruled against the North Parramatta Residents Action Group’s
attempt to challenge planning approval.

CFMMEU members and community members picketed Willow Grove in Parramatta on Tuesday morning.
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The action is said to have been sparked by contractors entering the 19th-century mansion with
ladders and tools to begin pulling down the villa.
Late on Tuesday, the NSW Court of Appeal restrained all work in relation to Willow Grove,
pending an appeal hearing set down for July 2.
Infrastructure NSW had sought to limit the injunction to the original heritage building and not
the newer extension, arguing the residents’ case for appeal had poor prospects.
The group had challenged the validity of Infrastructure NSW’s Environmental Impact Statement
but Justice Tim Moore found there was no feasible alternative design for the Powerhouse that
could have retained Willow Grove on the site and met the proponent’s objectives. Therefore he
found the legal challenge “must fail”.
The residents’ barrister Tim Hale will dispute Justice Moore’s interpretation that the EIS need not
have included an analysis of alternative sites or designs on the selected site.

Police were also at the scene of the protest in Parramatta.
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Residents and members of the NSW branch of the Construction, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and
Energy Union, whose members work on construction sites in the Parramatta CBD, gathered at the
picket from 6am on Tuesday, blocking all entrances. A careful watch will be maintained over the
site, the residents’ spokesperson said.
The union can forbid members from touching the locally heritage-listed building but it remains
unclear how they can enforce a green ban among non-member contractors.

Willow Grove in Parramatta before the site clearing.
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A spokesperson for Infrastructure NSW said the CFMMEU’s green ban had no legal standing.
All work on site was being undertaken in accordance with the planning application and
development consent approvals.
“The NSW government is delivering western Sydney’s first major cultural institution, Parramatta
Powerhouse. We remain committed to relocating Willow Grove to return it to the community and
protect it for future generations.”
The picket comes as several student-led groups including School Strike 4 Climate, Uni Students for
Climate Justice and Extinction Rebellion have endorsed the green ban.
“We commit to the continued support for the green ban and commit to building campaigns,
rolling actions, pickets and demonstrations if the government does not take its hands off Willow
Grove,” they said in a signed statement.
They pledged solidarity with all unions committing to climate justice, and called for green bans on
projects that destroyed green spaces or the environment.
“This green ban is one of the first steps towards a grassroots campaign away from fossil fuels, and
towards supporting our entire community, while transitioning to a cleaner future than the Liberal
Party envisions,” the statement said.

Willow Grove is the sole surviving example of a 19th-century riverside villa that once overlooked
the Parramatta River.
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