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The Bereijklian government has been urged to abandon the new Parramatta Powerhouse
Museum following the departure of the project's leading advocate, the former Arts Minister
Don Harwin.
Opponents doubled down on their criticism of the $1 billion relocation project with the arts
sector calling on the NSW Premier to instead give urgent priority to immediate heart-starter
measures to revive the state's cultural life.
[An artist's impression of the design for the new Powerhouse Museum in Parramatta].
NSW is alone among Australia's major states yet to have specifically redressed the financial
impacts to theatres, museums, galleries and arts workers during the pandemic. A decision by
NSW Treasury is thought to be imminent.
From inside State Cabinet and his position on the Expenditure Review Committee, Mr
Harwin had been a passionate champion of the arts, according to Museum of Contemporary
Arts chairman Simon Mordant."He set up artform boards made up of people who had deep
experience in relevant sectors and they advised government on policy and grant making and
he came to everything," Mr Mordant said."He was highly visible and for the first time the
state and federal ministers of arts were both from NSW and were actively engaged in the arts
in government and across the bureaucracy."
The minister's availability was particularly important when culture was vital to the recovery
of the state and when NSW faced unprecedented social issues and mental health issues, Mr
Mordant said. Mr Harwin pushed through Sydney Modern, the expansion of the Sydney
Opera House and redevelopment of Walsh Bay. More controversial was his plans to relocate
the Powerhouse Museum from Ultimo to Parramatta.
Greens MP and deputy chair of the Upper House Inquiry into the Powerhouse project, David
Shoebridge, said it was now time for the government to "admit its mistake, step back, and
save this iconic institution".
Infrastructure NSW has badged the Parramatta Powerhouse part of its $97 billion COVID-19
recovery program and is pushing ahead with online public consultation amid the pandemic. A
total of 20,000 leaflets have been dropped to residents and businesses and public meetings
and forums replaced by online surveys and webinars hosted by the Powerhouse's chief
executive officer Lisa Havilah. An Environmental Impact Statement and early market
soundings are expected to be completed by the end of the year.

Mr Shoebridge said the Powerhouse project was neither shovel ready or worthy. "From day
one this was a vanity project for a government that has been all too willing to spend billions
of dollars on controversial projects without cost controls or clear goals. With the minister
gone this project must follow," Mr Shoebridge said. "In the middle of a terrible pandemic this
is not the time to flush $1.5 billion down the river on a controversial project with so few
public benefits.
Executive director of the National Association of Visual Arts Esther Anatolitis referred to an
Australian Bureau of Statistics report that revealed that less than half of Australia's arts and
recreation businesses currently remain trading. "With most artists, arts workers, and
organisations unable to benefit from federal government income support measures announced
to date, the state has a critical responsibility to prevent the collapse of the NSW arts
industry," she said. "It's a tough ask for a newcomer to the role, but at the same time, it's an
opportunity of monumental scale to think confidently about the galleries, museums, venues,
festivals and experiences for which NSW is renowned all over the world."
Ms Anatolitis asked if it still made sense to "relocate a world heritage 26-ton locomotive plus
the rest of the museum's important collection, when we could instead imagine a cultural
institution that's truly of and by western Sydney?". "COVID-19 austerity aside, the new
minister will need to assess this decision carefully," she said.

