The President’s Award For Recycled Buildings
The Belle Interiors Award For Interior Design

The Sir Zelman Cowen Award Finalis

Winner

Powerhouse Museum, Sydney
Architect: NSW Public Works
Department

Principal Design Consultants
Denton Corker Marshall

his is the first project ever to have

been nominated for three categories
in the National Architecture Awards,
and that says a great deal about its
quality and national significance.

This project demonstrates clearly
why a city’s old buildings, even such
apparently unusable ones as an old
generating station, are not always write-
offs. In fact, as this project shows, they
can become even more significant the
second time around.

The powerhouse used to generate
electricity for the city’s tram system and
the cavernous space of the old building
has been recycled and a major new
section added. The result a great place
to visit, to explore and be transported
back into a land of memorabilia.

Of course, the Jury could have
been captivated by the exhibits too but
that would have been unfair. After all,
how many architects get to use such
magnificent props as space craft,
trains, and aeroplanes as interior design
modules. The reality is the building will
remain a great project, even if all its
displays were more mundane.

Being next to Darling Harbour has
helped its popularity but the project
would have been a success without this
help. Architecturally it is interesting
because of the skill in converting the
old building, because of the fun created
with the new building and because of the

flexibility and quality of its display spaces.

Perhaps the most impressive aspect of
the design is in the way it handles space.
The forecourt provides a sense of
excitement and expectation, giving a
most appropriate weleome to a building
with varied and exciting interiors.

The design of the interior exhibition
spaces is exquisite, brilliantly
complementing and enriching the
architectural spaces while providing
a tasteful background for the myriad
of exhibits.
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The Sydney Powerhouse is exuberant,
brash, exhibitionist and, above all, fun.
0ld and new blends well, but wisely the
temptation to copy the old structure has
properly been resisted.

Large numbers of people visit the
Powerhouse but the planning of interior
spaces is an important change from the
norm. We are used to museums forcing
visitors along rigid routes through an
exhibition. The Powerhouse is
refreshingly different, even confusing.

The visitor is left intentionally
wondering if they have seen everything
and thinking that a return visit would be
worthwhile. This is a charm seldom found
in contemporary work but well loved in
traditional museums.

The interiors at the Powerhouse are
dazzling. A tour-de-force of form, colour,
shape, pattern and texture. Scope

remains for change and growth, yet one is
never left with a sense of incompleteness.

In an era which demands the
separation of architecture, interiors
and exhibition design, this project
demonstrates that they are very much
part and parcel of the same family. The
result is stunning. Public acceptance
and enthusiasm is overwhelming.

The Sydney Powerhouse is a powerful
exhibit, an exhibition and a design centre.
It will make a significant contribution to
architecture in raising the general design
consciousness of all its visitors in an
entertaining and memorable way.

Above: Moin Entry.
Right: Switch House covered way.
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Level 3

Architect

NSW Public Works Department,
Architectural Division

Government Architect: J W Thomson
Principal Architect: Lionel Glendenning
Project Architect: Sam Broudo
Architects: Bruce Palmer, Allan
Blackmore

Project Manager

Peter Rochaix

Construction Manager

Sam Manion

Project Engineer

Warwick Farley

Structural Engineer

Bond James Laron Murtagh
Mechanical Engineer

Public Works Dept: Dave Rowe
Electrical Engineer

NSW Public Works Dept
Quantity Surveyor
Northeroft Partnership
Acoustics

Wilkinson & Murray

Security Engineer

Firewood & Hartill
Hydraulic Engineer

Dave Creasey & Associates
Fire Services

D Rudd & Partners

Principal Design Consultants
Denton Corker Marshall

Museum Consultants

Smithsonian Institute, Washington
Interior Design Consultant

March Freedman

Exhibition Designers

NSW Public Works Dept

Denton Corker Marshall

Neil Burley & Associates
Campbells

Museum Design Department
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