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STATE WITHDRAW HERITAGE CORE PLAN 
The NSW Government has made a promise not to build any apartments on the 7ha 

of heritage land at the centre of a $500 million development, but will revise their plan 

in a new application. 
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 University of Sydney pledge $500m for Westmead campus 
 ‘Edgy’ arts director named to oversee Powerhouse move 

A DEAL for a 25,000 student campus has helped UrbanGrowth NSW broaden their 
image of the North Parramatta heritage precinct. 

Barry Mann, chief executive of the development corporation, has recalled the 
previous development application made for the site and is instead looking at 
incorporating the University of Sydney announcement to create a “university town” 
into their own. 

“We see this as a fantastic opportunity,” Mr Mann said. 

“We need to rethink the area and improve what we previously had planned.” 

http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/parramatta
http://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/parramatta
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/parramatta/university-of-sydney-announces-25000-student-campus-at-westmead/news-story/625e69fba820d3c34a875f01ae47e51d
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/parramatta/former-carriageworks-director-to-head-powerhouse-move/news-story/d819bda5a3dafd9a982c491666dbf0f6
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/parramatta/university-of-sydney-announces-25000-student-campus-at-westmead/news-story/625e69fba820d3c34a875f01ae47e51d


Mr Mann said the department would undertake a 12 month to 2 year consultation 
process with the university to create a masterplan for the east of the North 
Parramatta Cumberland Hospital campus. 

At the heart of the site will be the 7ha heritage precinct which Mr Mann said would 
not have residential apartments built. 

 
The University of Sydney has partnered with the NSW Government to establish a second campus as 
part of a leading international health, education and research  
precinct in western Sydney. 

 

 
 
The campus will eventually see 25,000 students living there. 
“Inside that core there will be no residential developments, that’s almost 6ha of open 
space and the Female Factory buildings that will not have that encroached on them,” 
he said. 

Outside the heritage area the plan for up to 2700 apartments and buildings up to 24 
storeys high will also be revised during the amended planning process. 

The original application by UrbanGrowth NSW lodged with Parramatta Council 
would have seen the demolition of up to 50 buildings and structures, the removal of 
trees and roads and footpaths built into the site, which was then expected to cost 
around $310 million. 



“We will be discussing further with council a new application to separate the heritage 
core from other parcels of land,” Mr Mann said. 

 
An artist’s impressions of UrbanGrowth NSW vision. Picture: UrbanGrowth NSW 

 

 
 
The initial plan for the site has been withdrawn with a masterplan process now being 
undertaken. 
“We will formally withdraw the development application aligned to the previous 
plans for this place.” 

The North Parramatta precinct is a collection of state heritage buildings spread 
across the 30ha site, including the 1818 Female Factory which was the destination for 
all unassigned convict women sent to NSW. 

For almost 200 years the factory site existed as part of Australia’s social welfare 
system. Women were sent to the factory from Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales 
for crimes. Their children stayed with them until they were four and were initially 
sent to orphan schools and later were among the first to be fostered in Australia. 



It was a place of work and punishment from 1818. It was Australia’s first Female 
convict site. There was a marriage bureau, a labour hire depot and a home for 
disadvantaged wayward women and children who were often held against their will. 

Over 9000 names were recorded as passing through the factories, of which an 
estimated 5000 went through Parramatta. 

It is thought one in 10 people in Australia descended from these women. 

The buildings are largely empty, dilapidated and inaccessible to the public. The 
government said funds from the residential development will go towards their 
restoration, which is expected to cost $100 million. 

In November last year the Female Factory was officially listed on the National 
Heritage List. Becoming one of 113 places in Australia and a handful in Sydney to 
hold a place on the list. 
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