Extracted from MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CITY OF PARRAMATTA COUNCIL
HELD IN THE CLOISTER FUNCTION ROOMS, ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 1
MARIST PLACE, PARRAMATTA ON MONDAY, 25 JUNE 2018 AT 6.30PM

PRESENT
The Lord Mayor, Councillor Andrew Wilson and Councillors Benjamin Barrak (arrived
6.47pm), Phil Bradley, Donna Davis, Robert Dwyer, Pierre Esber, Michelle Garrard
(Deputy Lord Mayor), Paul Han, Steven Issa, Andrew Jefferies, Sameer Pandey, Dr
Patricia Prociv (retired 7.54pm), Bill Tyrrell, Lorraine Wearne and Martin Zaiter.
Councillor Donna Davis declared a Non-Pecuniary, Less than Significant
Interest in the Minute of the Lord Mayor 1 Willow Grove and St George’s
Terrace and Item 13.3 of Notice of Motions being Preservation and
incorporation of St George’s Terrace and Willow Grove into the design of
any development on the slighted Powerhouse site as she is a financial
member of the North Parramatta Residents Action Group. She advised that
she would be remaining in the meeting during debate and voting on this
matter.
Councillor Michelle Garrard declared a Non-Pecuniary, but Significant
Interest in the Minute of the Lord Mayor 1 Willow Grove and St George’s
Terrace and Item 13.3 of Notice of Motions being Preservation and
incorporation of St George’s Terrace and Willow Grove into the design of
any development on the slighted Powerhouse site as she was a former
member and secretary of the North Parramatta Residents Action Group.
She advised that she would be remaining in the meeting during debate and
voting on this matter.
MINUTES OF THE LORD MAYOR
1

SUBJECT

Willow Grove and St George's Terrace
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FROM

F2017/02813

The Lord Mayor, Councillor Andrew Wilson

BACKGROUND
1.

‘Willow Grove’ is located at 34 Phillip Street, Parramatta, and is a
two-storey Victorian villa house built in c. 1886. The original
building was constructed in the same period as the Parramatta
Town Hall and has been used as a hospital, nursing facility, and
office accommodation. It was acquired by the former Parramatta
City Council in 2014.

2.

Willow Grove is scheduled as an item of environmental heritage
with local heritage significance. ‘Willow Grove’ is identified as an
item of local significance under Schedule 5 of the current
Parramatta Local Environmental Plan (LEP) 2011, as item no. I
737.

3.

In addition to this, Willow Grove and St George’s Terrace are
heritage listed in Parramatta Local Environmental Plan (LEP).

4.

‘St George’s Terrace’ is located at 44 Phillip Street, Parramatta,
and is a row of terrace shops built in c. 1881. The Parramatta City

entre LEP 2011 provides for mixed use development with a Floor
Space Ratio (FSR) of 6:1 and a maximum building height of 80m. It
was acquired by the former Parramatta City Council in 2015.
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5.

The two properties form a portion of the land to be transferred to
the NSW Government to deliver the Museum of Applied Arts and
Sciences (MAAS). The MAAS will be the largest museum in New
South Wales and forms the centerpiece of a new arts and cultural
precinct on the banks of the Parramatta River, alongside a
revamped Riverside Theatres.

6.

At this time no approvals have been issued for this development. It
will ultimately be the decision of the state government as to
whether the heritage buildings will be retained and they will need to
seek planning approval for all development on the site.

7.

Just over 5,000 form-letter emails have been sent from people
across the country to the Premier and Leader of the Opposition
opposing the demolition of Willow Grove and the St George’s
Terraces. These emails have been carbon copied to the Lord
Mayor’s office.

RESOLVED (Wilson/Davis )
a)

That the Lord Mayor write to the Premier, Minister for the Arts and
State Member for Parramatta asking the NSW Government to
incorporate the heritage significance of Willow Grove and the St
George Terraces in any future proposal for the development of the
Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences.

b)

That Council advises the NSW State Government that the relevant
Council endorsed policies and strategies including the CBD
Planning Strategy, River Strategy and Civic Link Plan are to be
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addressed within the design, to ensure that the MAAS
development respects the site and its orientation to both the City
and River.
c)

That Council be provided with information on the property
valuations that informed the sale price for the proposed MAAS site
including advice as to any changes in the relevant development
controls since that time.

d)

That the Lord Mayor request a meeting with the Premier or
representative, community delegates and interested councillors, to
discuss the issue of concerns to the community and explain our
position and the significance of Willow Grove and St George’s
Terrace to our City.

e)

That the Lord Mayor invites representatives of the community
who are supporting the retention of Willow Grove and St George’s
Terrace and interested Councillors, to a meeting to discuss further
action involving the support of Council to ensure the retention of
Willow Grove and St George’s Terrace on the proposed MAAS
site.

f)

That the Lord Mayor write to the Minister for the Arts and Minister
for Planning regarding a strategic approach for the site and
alternatives for the site that are more consistent with the City’s
plans and vision for this site.

g)

Further, that Council issue a statement that corrects public
misconceptions that a development application has been lodged
for the demolition on either Willow Grove or St George’s Terrace .

